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DRENCHES FOR TREATMENT 
AND CONTROL OF WORMS 
IN SHEEP-1969 
- Efficiency, cost and safety 
By W. A. HALHEAD 
Revised by G. de CHANEET 
THERE is a wide variation in the efficiency and cost of drugs for worm control in sheep. 
Generally, the higher the eff iciency, the greater the cost. Prices are subject to change, 
and may vary wi th the amount of drench purchased. 
It is convenient to divide these drenches 
into three groups: 
Group I.—Broad spectrum drugs, includ-
ing "Banminth II," "Microphene," 
"Nilvern," "Ripercol," "Thibenzole" 
and "Wormguard 33". 
Products in this group have a high 
efficiency against a wide variety of species, 
are safe to use and generally easy to 
administer. They have a high efficiency 
against parasitic immature worms. There 
is little difference in price between these 
drenches. 
Since the efficiency and costs are similar, 
the choice becomes a matter of availability 
and personal preference. 
Group II.—Organo-phosphorus drenches. 
"Co-ral," "Kempak," "Rametin" and 
"Summer Drench". 
Drenches in Group II are efficient, but 
have a lower safety margin than those in 
Group 1. Several ("Rametin H. Instant" 
and "Summer Drench") are reformulations 
of drugs within the organo-phosphorus 
group that are designed primarily for use 
against Barber's Pole worm. 
Generally, drenches in Group n have a 
limited action against parasitic immature 
worms, and no effect against parasites of 
the large intestine. They are, however, 
cheaper than those in Group I. 
When using the reformulated com-
pounds, a standard dose is given to all 
sheep, regardless of weight. The efficiency 
This is a revision of an article in the 
March 1968, issue of the "Journal of 
Agr icu l ture, " which described anthel-
mintics for use in sheep. 
Since the original article was pub-
lished several new drenches have been 
marketed and some prices have chang-
ed. This revised edition gives an up-
to-date account of the drenches that 
may be used in sheep. 
Other articles on worm control ap-
peared in the Journal of Agricul ture in 
July, 1966 and February and October, 
1967. They described the species of 
worms affect ing sheep in Western 
Australia, their life histories and the 
factors which lead to the seasonal rise 
and fall in worm burdens. A pro-
gramme of strategic (preventative) 
drenching based on a knowledge of 
these seasonal changes in worm burd-
ens was outl ined. These articles are 
reprinted as Department of Agr icul-
ture bulletins 3438, 3484 and 3533. 
varies—depending on the weight of the 
animal. These drenches are used specific-
ally for controlling Barber's Pole worm in 
areas where frequent tactical drenching 
is necessary, and where the use of a 
broad spectrum drench is a needless 
expense. 
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ANTHELMINTICS FOR SHEEP—EFFICIENCY A N D COSTS 
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dose 
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Fair 
Fair 
Sufi 
Safe 
Safe 
Cheap. No action against im-
matures. Requires care in use 
Poor activity against immatures. 
Requires care in use 
Efficient. Requires care in use 
Controls haemonchus. Efficiency 
varies with weight of sheep 
Controls haemonchus. Efficiency 
varies with weight of sheep 
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Group III.—Other drenches including 
"Bluestone nicotine" and "Mansonil". 
These drenches are included because 
they have noteworthy features. "Blue-
stone nicotine" is very cheap, but may be 
toxic and generally is of limited efficiency. 
"Mansonil" is used only for tapeworms. 
Precautions when drenching 
Whatever drench is being used, there 
are several basic precautions which should 
be taken. 
• Follow the manufacturers instruc-
tions exactly. 
• Check the drenching gun for 
accuracy of the dose delivered 
before starting the work. Recheck 
the volume setting at fairly fre-
quent intervals. Use the correct 
type of gun. 
• Do not add other medicaments to 
the drench unless recommended 
by the manufacturer. 
• If an organo-phosphorus com-
pound is being used do not jet or 
dip with another organo-phos-
phate before or after drenching. 
• Do not drench on very hot or cold, 
wet days. 
• Use the drenching gun as gently 
as possible. Severe or fatal in-
juries to the back of the throat 
can occur, particularly in weaners, 
if the gun is used roughly. Make 
sure that the nozzle of the gun 
has no rough edges. If the gun 
is old and worn—throw it away 
and buy a new one. It's cheaper 
in the long run. 
Although there are many factors which 
contribute to a build up of the worm 
burdens in a flock, the only practical, 
proven method of control available at 
present is to kill the worms in the sheep. 
This involves a recurring expenditure 
which, in the interests of economy, should 
be kept to a minimum. This can be done 
by drenching at the right time with a 
product which is effective for the purpose 
for which it is required. 
The purpose of drenching is to prevent 
or treat outbreaks of disease; it is not an 
economic method of lifting growth rate or 
wool production in flocks which are carry-
ing only sub-clinical worm burdens. 
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What's your loss 
in plant 
wear and tear? 
That much! 
With Mobil Lubricants you effectively reduce 
this loss. 
How? 
Delvac 20W-40 engine oil: 
With Delvac, you get fast starts from cold, 
improved wear resistance for cylinders and 
heavily loaded parts. 
And you buy only one oil instead of several. 
In 4, 13 and 45 gallon drums. 
Mobilube GX80-90 transmission oil: 
Mobilube gives easier gear changing in all 
weathers. Gives top protection for gear boxes, 
final drives and worm drives. In quart, gallon, 
4-gallon containers. 13 and 45 gal. drums. 
Mobilgreasa MP chassis grease: 
This multi-purpose grease protects chassis, 
wheel bearings, universal joints and water 
pumps. 
Mobilgrease has high water ash-out resistance, 
high load-carrying capacity and excellent 
shock-load displacement resistance. 
In 1 lb. cartridges, 5 lb. tins, 45 lb. pails, 110 lb. 
kegs and 400 lb. drums. 
Rust and Corrosion: 
For a protective coat against rusting or 
corrosion, use PRESERVAC OPAQUE; suitable 
on all external surfaces where protection is 
required. 
Whatever your lubrication requirements, Mobil 
can simplify them and effectively reduce plant 
wear and tear. 
Contact your local Mobil agent. 
Mobil LUS802.32 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," whan writing to advertisers 
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